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Rich:érd .M. Nixon's new book, Siz

_Crises (Doubleday, 460 pages; $5.95), re-
' sembles its author on the stump almost
“too closely. It has the free-wheeling .

trankness, knack for innuendo, and at-
traction to controversy of a Nixon cam-
paign. » A .
The book had hardly reached the book
stores, in fact, before & - full-fledged
tempest was raging; Is Nixon right when -
he charges that Kennedy made hig cam-
paign proposal for sterner - anti-Castro
measures with full knowledge of Central
Intelligence Agency .invasion plans? No
one yet knows, but there is surely more .

_such controversy to come. T

Despite its .stated subfect mater,
Sir Crises is preeminently a hook about
Nixon the man-—and féw  subjects. are
more provocativé, to Republicans and
Democrats allke, - ‘ :

Nixon has tried hard to avold thls. His
account of the major crises in his ltfe

| ‘(the Hiss case, the attack on his private.

“fund” during the 1952 campaign, Bisen-
hower's heart attack in 1055, the anti-
Nixon riots in Caracas in 1058, the en-
counter. with Khrushchev in 1859, and the
1960 campalgn) 15 knjtted together by 8
running analygis ef “crisis” and what it
does to a yait, . o R

The View From the Top - .

In his foreward he declsres that this
is, his major concern: “Since we live in
an age in which individual reaction to
crisis may bear on the fate of mankind
for centuries to come, we must gpare no_
etfort to learn &l we can and thus
sharpen our. responses. If the record of
one man’'s experience in meeting crises -
. . .can help . ... then this book may

_ serve a useful purpose.’

Needless to sdy, though, few will read
Siz Crises for this purpose. It will be
read, as Nixon knows full well, because
. behind
and the rest,plus a’'few

They W not be disappointeéd i £elio
case. Harry Truman, Nelson Rockefeller, -
JF'K, Lyndon Johnson, the press, the doc-
trinalre lberals, and 1adical right—all
come in for a nudge in some case, an
elbow In others. oo

‘Nixon’'s comments about the Quemoy-
Matsu issue that arose during his segond
TV debate with Kennedy mtay goad.the
Democrats as ‘much as his more publi-
cized remarks about Cuba. According to
Nixon, Chester Bowles contadted his close
friend, Fred Seaton, while the argument
over whether to defend the islands was
raging, and suggested that the matter
be dropped in the interests of national
security.

T aksed 8eaton what he thought the
real purpose of this message might be,”
Nixon writes. ."‘His reaction was that
Bowles and Kennedy—{f Kennedy was
aware of what Bowles had done—were
using this device f0D@A
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s I8 fiot #0 careful about the niceties
perspnal* exposure or. self-advertise- -
ity 85 he showed in his embarrassing .

461 0f "good - language” during the:.
“:pplevigion debate with Kennedy. .|
s AT %meﬂmds and his-motives:;

m 4 e for all to see here; he i
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RICHARD M. NIXON;: He anglyx
the six top crises in- his career.:* 3

sumption, but he does let it see the I
of day. R A VI
Of the six chapters, it }s . the. . Hi
case and the 1060 campalgn &)
the best reading: Hiss and Chambers.d
now receded. 8o :far in: publlg:niemory
that their story has a freshnesy-abg)
Torents ke perry Masm: R
rea ; X
lain, backed DBy friends
“and upimpressive-ay first; Nixox
vestigator, determined to press o
the objections of his colleagues.

" glowly, of course, the evidence
up and Higs loses his composure, -Jt,
touch and’ go all the vay, though,
the .outcome. 18 in doubt to the very"&na.:
Indeed, it is .atill questioned by some;..:

Inside the Nixen Camp g

Nixon on the 1060 campalgn has dhoth-.
er appeal entirely, Here we know-al} 1003
well what happened; we also know,-thinks
to Theodore White's The Making ‘of-the
President, 1960, what went on inside ¢the
Kennedy camp, both in terms of strategy
and drama. : A
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“The Nixon camp was more i i 3
however, and much of what he U KRR LS.
now is news: That Lodge promigegq o P
a Negro in the cabinet becauke'-he” bes
lleved Nixon would name Ralph BurChe | :
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